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Senate
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable SAXBY 
CHAMBLISS, a Senator from Georgia. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of grace and glory, we owe You 

far more than we can ever repay. 
Thank You for Your gift of abundant 
life and freedom from the chains of 
evil. Thank You also for the love of 
family, for the joy of health, and for 
the challenges that make us stronger. 

Lord, deliver us from pride and in-
gratitude. Inspire our leaders with 
Your presence. May each Senator en-
able You to lay the foundation for 
every decision he or she makes. Pro-
tect these leaders as they come and go. 

Continue to keep each of us from fall-
ing. Empower us to be faithful to our 
high calling to be Your sons and daugh-
ters. Bless our military and all who 
risk their lives for freedom. We pray 
this in Your gracious Name. Amen.

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable SAXBY CHAMBLISS led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 24, 2004. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable SAXBY CHAMBLISS, a 
Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore.

Mr. CHAMBLISS thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada.

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, today 
the Senate resumes consideration of 
the motion to proceed to S. 2061, the 
OB/GYN medical malpractice bill. Sen-
ators who wish to speak on the bill are 
encouraged to come to the floor during 
today’s session. The Senate will recess 
from 12:30 until 2:15 for the weekly 
party lunches. 

At 5 p.m. the Senate will vote on the 
motion to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to the bill. As a re-
minder, last night the majority leader 
filed cloture on the motion to proceed 
to S. 1805, the gun liability bill. The 
cloture vote on the motion to proceed 
to the gun liability bill will occur on 
Wednesday. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
time until 12:30 p.m. be equally divided 
between the two managers or their des-
ignees; provided further that the time 
from 2:15 until 4:50 p.m. be equally di-
vided in the same manner; with the 
final 10 minutes prior to the 5 p.m. clo-
ture vote equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees, with the 
majority leader in control of the final 
5 minutes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this is an 
equitable distribution of time and will 
save a lot of confusion. We therefore 
agree. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

HEALTHY MOTHERS AND 
HEALTHY BABIES ACCESS TO 
CARE ACT OF 2003—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the motion to proceed to consideration 
of S. 2061.

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I wish to 
make a few opening comments on the 
medical liability bill. Last year we had 
a debate in the Senate on proceeding—
not voting on but proceeding—to an 
overall medical liability reform bill. 
That vote was 49 to 48 in favor of going 
to the bill. Unfortunately, the rules of 
the Senate provide that one needs 60 
votes. Otherwise, a filibuster, as it is 
commonly referred to, is continued. 
You cannot proceed to debating the 
legislation or to votes or amendments. 

There are currently 19 States, ac-
cording to the American Medical Asso-
ciation, that are in crisis. Nineteen 
States are experiencing some kind of 
crisis with their medical system be-
cause of problems with medical liabil-
ity insurance. All but 5 States of the 
remaining are showing some problems, 
the type of problems that have led to 
those 19 States being in crisis. 

We had the vote last year and 
couldn’t get it done. Senator GREGG 
and I have introduced the bill before us 
today, the Healthy Mothers and 
Healthy Babies Access to Medical Care 
Act. This bill limits the scope of re-
form of the medical liability system to 
the practice of obstetrics and gyne-
cology and the doctors involved in 
those practices. 

Using my own State as an example, 
at the University of Nevada School of 
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